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Wednesday’s 
Speaker: 

 
John Kirry - Tales of a 

Typhoon Chaser 
Upcoming Speakers  

• Dec 14 John Harrington - 
'When Wildebeest Attack' 
(part deux)—Steve’s title! 

• Dec 21 Santa Claus  
• Dec 28 Prof. Larry Miller - 

'Science is Special and So 
Are You' 

 

Looking Ahead 
• Wednesday: First meeting 

of the month: wear your 
shirt!  Also, beware of 
finemaster Terry J! 

• Dec. 16:  Annual Christmas 
Party: 2 PM at Peggy’s 

• Dec. 17: Key Club Holiday 
Party 

• Dec. 21:  Club’s “Santa” 
Party (during Wednesday’s  
regular meeting time) 

• Jan. 11:  Wednesday 
meeting at PENNINSULA 
HIGH SCHOOL 

• Jan. 28: Poker Tournament 
• For other EVENTS, click  
http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/gigharborki
wanis 

Inspiration 
• Dec  7 - Jim B. 
• Dec 14 - Susan H. 
• Dec 21 - Daphne F. 

 

 KiwaNews          The Newsletter of Gig Harbor Kiwanis            December 7,  2011.       

 

From 
Our 
Prez 

  
 We have all worked hard this 
year and have accomplished a lot of 
great things for our community. So 
now it’s time to PARTY!  
 This Sunday, December 11, at 
2:00 we are having our annual 
Christmas party. Peggy Ott has 
graciously offered to open her 
beautiful home to us for this 
celebration.  
 This will be a potluck type of 
affair, with everybody bringing a 
favorite dish. Sandy and I will bring 
a ham and beer.  
 I will send around a sign-up 
sheet at our meeting Wednesday 
morning to get a head count and a list 
of what each of us will bring.  
 If you cannot make the meeting 
but still plan on attending the party 
please call me to let me know (970-
9950). We need to know how many 
people to prepare for.   
 Peggy also had a great idea for 
each of us bringing a new, un-
opened, and unwrapped toy that 
we can donate to Toys for Tots. 
This is an excellent time for all of us 
to get together and have some fun.  
 Hope to see you there. 

 
 

KiwaNotes 
Food Drive 
 Wednesday will be our 
holiday food drive.  Please bring 
some of the following items to 
Wednesday’s meeting for the 
Key Peninsula Food Bank: 
• Canned vegetables   (green) 
• Spaghetti  
• Canned Fruit                 

Mac & cheese 
• Tuna                   
• Boxed Extras (rice-a-ronie) 

(dried box dinners) etc 
• Chili          
• Canned Ravioli   
• Soup 
• Canned Beans 
• Toilet Paper 
• Bar Soap 
• Tooth Paste  
• Dog & Cat food 
• Diapers 
 
Children’s Christmas Party 
 Santa Claus is coming on 
December 21st. 
 Please invite your kids, 
grandkids, or other special kids in 
your life. 
 If you bring a guest PLEASE 
bring a wrapped gift with that 
child’s name on it.  (Leave it in the 
bar, and Santa will pick it up.) 
 Normal time for the meeting—
7-8, but come early to get a good 
seat. 
 Price for breakfast buffet: 

• Adults $8  (plus tax and 
tip) 

• Kids 10 and under $4 (plus 
tax and tip) 

 Please provide a family count 
at WednesdayÕs meeting so I can 
let Justin know. 
 If you donÕt plan to attend the 
next meeting, please let Melani  
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2011-2012 OFFICERS 
President: Mike Hinz 

President-Elect: John Shoemaker 
Vice-President: Steve Bay 
Treasurer: Melani Joyal 
Secretary; Lance Colyar 

Immediate Past-President: Rich Tucker 
 

2011-2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Bill Fogarty               Virdie Golliher 
Jeni Mallory             Scott Kingsbury 
Connie Harrington      Terry Johnson 
Joe Loya                  Nick Markovich 
Al Mitchell                      Jim Hansen 

Ron Wentlandt 
 

Web Site:  www.gigharborkiwanis.com 
Web Master & Newsletter, 

John Harrington & Dick Shaffer 
(gigharborkiwanis@yahoo.com   

253-851-6122) 
 

KiwaNews is the newsletter for Gig Harbor 
Kiwanis.  We meet every Wednesday, 7 a.m. 
at Madrona Links Golf Course Restaurant, 

3604 22nd Ave. NW, Gig Harbor 

know you are coming: 
mjoyal@rhodescpa.com 
Meet New Member, Tom Quann 
 Tom and his wife,  Erinj, moved 
to Gig Harbor 4-1/2 years ago from 
South Hill, Puyallup (where he grew 
up).  
 After college, Tom started 
working for Puget Power (Puget 
Sound Energy) in Engineering. 
About 10 years ago PSE 
"outsourced" their engineering and 
construction to Potelco Inc, and he 
has worked there since then.  
 

 
  
 Tom manages the Engineering 
group that does the design and 

construction management for 
electric relocations in conjunction 
with road construction projects.  
 He was a member of the 
Puyallup Kiwanis for about 10 
years in the late 80s and early 90s 
and served as President for one 
year. 
 Tom and Erin have three 
adult, married children who live 
in the Puyallup/Tacoma area. 
They have one grandchild and 
one on the way in January. Erin is 
a Registered Nurse and works at 
the Surgery Center at Rainier in 
Puyallup. 
 
Key Club Report 
  ~Steve Arnold 
JordynÕs Walk:  Arica 
Valona, Jordyn's mom, reported 
that Jordyn's Walk has already 
earned over $11,000 for Jordyn's 
wheel chair and related expenses, 
and more is coming.  A special 
thanks to all Kiwanians who 
helped make this a success! 
  
Tide Fest:  Gig Harbor Key Club 
had a very successful fund raiser 
selling Ivar's soup at Tide Fest.  
Thanks to Roger Mayfield, 
Frank Seufert, Steve Bay, 
Kathy Robers, Mike and Debra 
Allen, Susan Hendrix, and Jeni 
Mallory  who helped with this 
event! 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Artondale ECAP 
Readings 

Dec 5,     10:10  Jim H         
            2:10  Kathy R 
Dec 12,   10:10  Jim H        
            2:10  Kathy R 

 
Terrific Kids 
Assemblies, 

Artondale School 
 
Dec 7:   2:40 pm         Respectful 
Jan 25:  10:10 am     Responsible 
Feb 29:  10:45 am         Inclusive 
March 28:  1:05 pm        Friendly 
April 25:  1:45 pm       Inquisitive 
May 30:  2:40 pm              Caring 
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Upcoming:  Save the Date!  Two 
Peninsula Key Club students, Hailey 
Law and Jessica Kopp, are 
sponsoring a Holiday Party on 
December 17 as part of their High 
School Senior project.   
 Assisted by students from the 
Community Inclusion Program, this 
will include breakfast, a food drive, 
crafts. games, photos with santa, and 
story time.  Hailey and Jessica will 
be at the Kiwanis meeting this week 
to invite all Kiwanians to this party 
and provide more information. 
 
WinterFest:  Key Club Report 
  ~Jennifer Han, President 
     Penninsula Key Club 
 What a great feat for the 
Peninsula High School Key Club this 
Thanksgiving Weekend at the annual 
Winterfest.  
 Thanks to Kiwanis members and 
their generous donation of 44 
cookbooks, Key Club managed to 
raise $440 for club funds.  
 As a group, we had a difficult 
time thinking of fundraising ideas 
and this opportunity was too great to 
pass on. The money can now become 
a safety net for future expenses and 
also a tool to become more active in 
the community.  
 I hope that the Gig Harbor Key 
Club will be able to do some 
fundraising for their club as well; as 
this is a common goal we aim 
towards.  
 Thanks you so much Kiwanis for 
your support and great ideas! 
 
 
 
 
 

Milestones 
Happy Anniversary to  
Dick & Patti Shaffer  

On December 4th! 

 
 

Happy Birthday to  
Daphne Frickelton  on 

December 8th! 

 
 

Happy Birthday to  
Frank Seufert on 
December 13th! 

 

 

 

Deep 
Thoughts 

 
Where did "Piss Poor"  

come from? 
        They used to use urine to tan 
animal skins, so families used to all 
pee in a pot and then once a day it 
was taken and sold to the tannery.  If 
you had to do this to survive you 
were "Piss Poor."   
        But worse than that were the 
really poor folk who couldn't even 
afford to buy a pot: they "didn't 
have a pot to piss in" and were the 
lowest of the low. 
 Here are a few more facts about 
the 1500s: 
 Most people got married in June 
because they took their yearly bath in 
May, and they still smelled pretty 
good by June. However, since they 
were starting to smell, brides carried 
a bouquet of flowers to hide the body 
odor. Hence the custom today of 
carrying a bouquet when getting 
married.  
 Baths consisted of a big tub 
filled with hot water. The man of the 
house had the privilege of the nice 
clean water, then all the other sons 
and men, then the women and finally 
the children.  Last of all the babies.  
By then the water was so dirty you 
could actually lose someone in it. 
Hence the saying, "Don't throw the 
baby out with the Bath water!"  
 Houses had thatched roofs-thick 
straw-piled high, with no wood 
underneath.  It was the only place for 
animals to get warm, so all the cats 
and other small animals (mice, bugs) 
lived in the roof. When it rained it 
became slippery and sometimes the 
animals would slip and fall off the 
roof. Hence the saying, "It's raining 
cats and dogs." 
 There was nothing to stop things 
from falling into the house.  This 
posed a real problem in the bedroom 
where bugs and other droppings 
could mess up your nice clean bed.  
Hence, a bed with big posts and a 
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sheet hung over the top afforded 
some protection. That's how canopy 
beds came into existence. 
 The floor was dirt. Only the 
wealthy had something other than 
dirt.  Hence the saying, "Dirt poor." 
The wealthy had slate floors that 
would get slipperyin the winter when 
wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on 
floor to help keep their footing.  As 
the winter wore on, they added more 
thresh until, when you opened the 
door, it would all start slipping 
outside. A piece of wood was placed 
in the entrance-way. Hence: a thresh 
hold. 
 In those old days, they cooked in 
the kitchen with a big kettle that 
always hung over the fire.  Every day 
they lit the fire and added things to 
the pot. They ate mostly vegetables 
and did not get much meat. They 
would eat the stew for dinner, leaving 
leftovers in the pot to get cold 
overnight and then start over the next 
day. Sometimes stew had food in it 
that had been there for quite a while. 
Hence the rhyme: ÒPeas porridge 
hot, peas porridge cold, peas 
porridge in the pot nine days old.Ó 
 Sometimes they could obtain 
pork, which made them feel quite 
special.  When visitors came over, 
they would hang up their bacon to 
show off.  It was a sign of wealth that 
a man could, "bring home the 
bacon."  They would cut off a little to 
share with guestsand would all sit 
around and chew the fat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


